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THOMAS HEYWOOD, FRIAR OF ST. OSYTH'S 


The late Prof. Reed, in his Uarly Tudor Drama, speaks of 
Thomas Heywood as having been put to death for saying Mess in 
1574. The following will show the origin of the statement and 
also that it is untrue. 


Yilliam Heywood Senior had four sons, William a yeoman of 
Stock Harvard who died in 1568, Richard the lawyer (1509-1570), 
Sir Thomas the parson and John the famous drematist and wit 
(1497-1578). Richard, in his will, proved in 1577 (PCC 18 Lyon) 
makes bequests to “my brother Sir Thomas Heywoode the parson" 
and to “my brother John Heywoode". John was a tenant of the 
manor of Brookhall, which he rentsd from 5t. Osyth's priory. 
Cromycll had seized the priory and its lands, but a year later, 
when he was attainted of high treason, the property was restored 
to the friars. There is an inventory of possessions and a 
Valuation of St. Osyth's which is unusually full (LP XIV,i,N. 
1326) and attached to the bundle (RO Church Goods 10/ 263 is a 
letter from Abbot Whederdyke to John Heywood, written on May 3, 
1540. This is a letter of acknowledgment of the receipt of the 
rent of the manor and is endorsed “to my loving herty frende 
gohn Heywoode gentylman delyver this speedeley". The manor is 
about a mile from Tiptree and not far from Witham (cf. Reed, 
Barly Tudor Drama). 


The warm tone of the note endorsed on the Abbot's letter is 
understandable as John's brother Thomas was one of the Abbot's 
monks. In the acknowledgment of Supremacy in 1534 the abbot's 
mame appears first in a list of 21 and Thomas Heywood appears 
as seventeenth. 


On the surrender on July 28, 1539 the member of the community 
were granted small pensionss Thomas Heywood received £6~13-4, 
and his name eppears on the list of signatories (ef. VCH Essex, 
#1161). 

We next hear of him when he was presented to the vicarage of 
nearby Great Ciacton on September 25, 1544 in succession to 
John Harwich (who appears to have been another pensioned monk 
of St. Osyth). Thomas resigned and was succeeded on May 13, 1556 : 
by John Thorpe. - (cf. Newcourt, Repertorium II,153) = 


In Holinshed's Chronicles (ed.1808,iv,324) we read under 


45h. 


April 4, 1574: “,..beinge Palme Sunday there was taken saying | 
masse in the Lord Morlei's house within Algate, London, one Albs 
Dolman, priest, and the ledy Morlei with hir children and diver: 
others were also taken hearing of the said masse. There was ali 
taken the same day and hour for saieng masse at the lady Gilford 
in Trinitie Lane one Oliver Heiwood priest and for hearing of t; 
said masse the said lady Gilford with divers other gentlewomen.) 
There was also taken at the same instant in the ladie Brown's 

house in Cow Lane for saeing masses one Thomas Heiwood priest ar 
one John Cowper priest, with the ladie FPrown and divers others! 
were likewise being hearers of the seid masse. All which perso 
were for the same offence indicted and convicted and had the 1 
according to statute in that case provided. There was also fow 
in their severall chapels divers latine books, beads, images, 


palmes, chalices, crosses, vestments, pixes, paxes and the like; 


The official record appears amongst the acts of the Privy 


London on the discovery of certain taken at masse to give axial 
that the priests should be kept close prisoners and the rest dij 
missed upon good bonds to be forthcoming to answer the law. 
Redinge July 26, 1574 — A letter to the Lord Mayor Recorder off 
London and other commissioners for the taken order with such asf 
were lateiy taken at hearing of masse that upon paying their fi 
for their offence to Mr Henry Carve and Mr Lidcote, which fines 
her mereka hath given them, they may be discharged rea their in 


prison “still, and that lady Brown may remain with one of the 
Sheriff's or some aldreman until she shall either compound or a 
such order be taken with her. 


Amongst the Mosely papers in the British Museum (Add. Mss.353]] 
are some genealogical notes, compiled it seems many years latex 
and there is a note against Richard Heywood (who had married ir 
the Mosely family) "A fryer who was a kin was executed June 14, 
Shea: Mar | 

This seems incorrect, however, for in the Acts of the Privy | 
Council we reed: "Lacock August 26, 1574: A letter for delive 
of the Popish priests that said masse in Lent last, viz. Heywam 
Heywood and Dolman." Alban Dolman certainly survived and was 
active well into the next century. Moreover in some genealogid 
notes on the Bell family in CRS 1 (1904) we read of a priest | 
Thomas Heywood who assisted at the marriage in 1584 of a Samuel 


a | ten 


‘Dunn. This may well be a relative of Thomas Heywood's niece 
‘Elizabeth who had married John Donne (see pedigree of the More 
‘family in Dssex Recusant I (1956):65). It is interesting to 
inote that Lady Gilford, Lady Brown and Thomas Heywood were all 
connected with the family of St. Thomas More. 

: T. A. LAVELLE Dea. 


BL. JOHN PAYNE, SEMINARY PRIEST AND MARTYR - 1582 


- 


g is known of the early life of John Payne except that 
a native of Northamptonshire. Bishop Challoner, when 
ing his notes for his Memcirs of Missionary Priests, 
do "John Payne of Northamptonshire P\(riest of D(ousi) 
1576 went on y® Mission" (1). The name is still commonly found 
“an that county. It is possible that John Payne was of a family 
-which had embraced Frotestantism and had himself been converted 
-to the Church. For at his trial he referred to his brother as 
a “very eernest Protestant". 
_. John Payne entered Douai College in 1574 being entered in the 
‘register as "Joannes Paine, Petroburgen", that is a student of 
the Peterborough Diocese. {o) He is listed among several who 
have started the study of theology. later he seams to have 
“become College Procurator, for he is described as “oeconomus 
seminerii Duacensis". (3 
} Whilst he was at Douai an incident occurred to him which 
“became widely known. During the first Mass of a student (Robert 
‘Gwyn of Vales), which took place in the basilica of St. Nicholas, 
John Payne was troubled with a doubt as to the lieal Presence. 
At the moment of the elevation he saw the figure of Christ 
fising from the chalice. The incident is depicted upon what is 
“known as the Bosworth Burse. This burse, a fine example of 
early Bnglish needlework in double feather stitch, has on it, 
‘embroidered on « white background a chalice in gold, red and 
cream, with the figure of Cur Lord above. On either side of the 
‘burse are the letters IHS. Forming a border round the four 


sides ere these words: 
lig 


& 
3 
oo 


5 


< 


At Gwins first Hass 

John Paine once was 

Where dowting of ye cupp 
Christ God and Man 

Rebukt him then 

And made him thus geve upp (4) 


Gregory Martin, the translator of the Vulgate, in a letter to 
Edmond Campion dated Dec.20, 1575, relates the incident and 
describes Payne as "vir prudens, gravis, maturus, religiosus, 
e»-minime levis aut superstitiosus." (5) 

John Payne was sent to Cambrai for his ordination to the 
priesthood on April 5, 1576, being ordained there two days 
later. (6) A few days oftepuards..e.rasieim. tie College Diary | 
that "D. Cuthbertus Maynus S. Theologiae baccalaureus et D. Jo.| 
Paynus", efter making a retreat under the direction of the 
Jesuit Fatners, had left the College for England on April 24, 
1576. (7) 

They were delayed at the coast by stormy weather and by 
reports of danger at the English ports, but at length they 
m-naged to land safely. Some adventure must have befalien the 
for the writer of a letter to Douai, which arrived on June 28 0 
this year, stated that their books, rosaries, agnus deis, theol 
ogicel notes and pictures had fallen for a time into the hands 
of the authorities. They had, however, been recovered by a lir.) 
Richard Evingham, e pious young Catholic who had been at Douai 
himself. As a result of this action of his, there was a hue an 
cry for hims his feather was imprisoned, and he himself efter 
hiding for awhile had to make his way overseas again, reaching | 
Douai in early October of this year. (8) 

Another piece of news that reached the College was that the 
numerous conversions to the Church had greatly angered the 
Government and that all kinds of threats had been made especial, 
against the three priests Henry Shaw, Cuthbert Mayne and John | 
Payne. (5) ) 
From a list of recusants sent by the Bishop of London to the) 
Privy Council in 1577, we know that Ingatestone Hall was the 
place where John Payne regularly resided. Here lived the old 
Lady Ann Petre, widow of Sir William Petre, an uncompromising 
adherent of the old religion, who wrote in her will that she ha 
ever lived and would die a "true member and in the unity of the 
.Catholic.Church." John Payne lived in her household under the 
guise of her steward. Two priest's hiding holes have been dis- 


A 


covered at Ingatestone Hall. The list of recusants of the 
Bishop of London has this: 


"The Ladie Peter, widowe, valewed by MT Doctor Walker 
Archdecon of Essex at fyve hundred poundes in landes 
by the yeere. Other valewation from the temporaltie 
cannot yett be gotten. 

John Payne, Robert Lever, ) all theese are of the 

- Lowe, - Whitehorne, ) servauntes and famyly 
Richard Erith, one Maye, ) of the said ladie 
uTeS Kemble, Johan Bereman) . Peter." (10)  - 


John Payne was also sometimes in London. This is known from 
the Narrative of Henry Chadderton, written about the turn of the 
century. He sayss “Arriving in London we hired a lodging in 
the house of a very pious Catholic woman, who was very often 
visited by one of the Fathers of the Society of Jesus, and by 
the grace of God he received my sister into the Church. In the 
Same house also dwelt Mr Payne, a priest, afterwards martyr" (11) 
On July 15, 1576, a distinguished scholar named Godsalve, who 
in Catholic days had been made a deacon, was sent by Payne to 
Douai with a view to his ordination to the priesthood. This man 
brought a letter from Payne describing enthusiastically the 
return of many to the Catholic Faith. A latin version of the 
letter is incorporated into the Douai Register. It states: "On 
all sides in daily increasing numbers, a great many are recon- 
ciled to the Catholic Church to the amazement of the heretics. 
And when any of them, as does happen, fall into the hands of the 
enraged heretics, with such fortitude, courage and constancy do 
they publicly profess the 7atholic Faith (especially those that 
are gentlemen) that the heretics are dumbfounded with astonish- 
ment. They now despair of putting them down with violence. 
They are also much troubled by the very name of Douai, now 
talked of throughout the kingdom. On tlh other hand, all Cathol- 
ics are filled with consolation by it....Snares are laid for all 
priests but especially for those who come into Sngland from 
Douei." John Payne goes on in the letter to say that the in- 
creasing number of conversions makes it imperative that there 
should be more and more priests. He says that the Protestant 
ministers (whom he terms ‘calvinistic') have fallen into the 
deepest disrepute. He commends himself and others to the pray- 
ers of all at Douai, so that they may be sustained in the work 
they have undertaken and may not be infected with the vices 
which everywhere abound. soviet 


It was not long before the College received news that John | 
Payne had been arrested in the house of Lady Petre and imprisor 
ed. Those’ who brought the news on February 9, 1577, declared — 
that he was said when arrested to have “professed his faith wit 
fortitude’. (13) He was not at this time held long in custody 
Vhy this should have been so, when Cuthbert Mayne who entered 
England with him was soon to suffer death, is difficult to say. 
But certainly on March 10, 1577, the College Diarist notes that 
two newcomers had brought * word that "the anger of the heretical 
magistrates lately aroused against the Catholics, wie 
those returning from Dovai, had somewhat abated, and Mr John 
og priest, and Mr Dryland had been discharged from prison.‘ 
(14 

The next we hear of John Payne is that he paid a visit to 
Douvai arriving at the College on November 14, 1577, bringing 
with him three students of law. He took them on to Paris the 
following day. (15) 

it is not certain how long Payne was abroad at this time. 
must have been back at Ingatestone Hall by June, 1578. For in| 
that month Lady Ann Petre made her will to which John Payne 
affixed his signature as one of six witnesses. (16) This will | 
a long twenty page document in two parts; the first part lists 
becuests of money to members of the family, friends and servant 
while the second part deals with her property. Among the 
bequests to her servants she has writtens "I give and bequeath 
unto my servant John Payne ten pounds." (To her cook she leave 
the sum of six pounds thirteen shillings and fourpence). In +H 
second pert of her will Lady Petre set up a trust of four persd 
(including John Payne) to administer part of her lands under tH 
supervision of the Catholic lawyer, Sdmund Plowden. This may 
have been an early instance of a Catholic seeking to tie up pre 
erty to evade its being sequestered. (17) 

Less than a month before her death, Lady Petre rewrote this) 
will, using the former one described skeve as a draft. (18) | 
this final one she has struck out the bequest to John Payne whe 
was then in the Tower, and omitted his name from the list of 
trustees. She died on March 10, 1582 (just three weeks before 
his execution) at Ingatestone Hall, and was buried in the churd 
at Ingatestone on April 10. She eae a daughter of the family 
Tyrrell of Heron. i 

It is just possible that Payne was again overseas after his 
visit of 1577. For a Payne of Warwickshire is named on a list | 


ont ee 


“sundry English Papists presently abiding in Paris" (19) which 
Came into Government hands in April, 1580. John Payne was to 
be arrested in Warwickshire the following year. 


If we are to believe Eliot, who betrayed him (and he did not 


contest this statement), Payne was at Ingatestone at "my Ladie 
Peters howse" at vii viens time, 1579. (20) 


% was aS a result of his having said Mass at Haddon in 
Oxfordshire that John Payne was arrested in the middle of July 
1551. George Elliot, the informer who betrayed Payne, Campion 


and several other priests about this time, was made to set down 
a long deposition which he heads: “Certain notes and remembra~ 


mees concerning a reconciliation by me exhibited to the right 


honorable my good 1. therle of leycester. The Names of all 


notes:— 


Such popishe priestes as I have bene acquainted withal and at 
this tyme can call to remembrance." Under Oxfordshire Elliot 


"John Payne sgid masse at EY Willm Hoore his 
howse at haddon upon Bund BYP being the second 
of Jolye.. A? -RRe . 23° | 
At woh masse were the said Willm Moore and 
his wyfe 
One MTSS Tempas 
One other gentlewoman daughter of the said Villm 
wat Moore ) brother and sister to Villm Moorea 
Mary Moore ) 
two serving men servants to the saide Wilimand myself. 


Godsalve said masse ners on tuesday being the fourth 
of the said moneth at wo" masse were all the persons 
aforesaid the said Willm Moore excepted. 
| G.u,*."0e1) 
The actual arrest of Payne took place in Warwickshire as we 
learn from what transpired at the trial and also from the fact 
that the Under-sheriff of that PREY» John Cooper, received 
£12 on a warrant still surviving for his apprehending and send- 


ing up to Gresnwich (shere the Court was then staying) the two 


priests Payne and Godsalve. (22) 
As soon as thsy arrived at Greenwich, the two priests were 
at once examined by kalsingham himself ie wrote at once the 


following letter to Burleigh, dated 14 July, 1581:- 


“My verry good L. I have ben all this daye by her 
Matles expresse commaundment set at woorke about 


a a 


the examyning of certeyn persons charged to have 
conspyred to have ettempted somewhat ageynst her 
owne person. But as far as I can gether by the 
examynations ye I have already taken I thinck yt 
will preve nothing. And yet it is heppye that the 
parties charged are taken for that they be runagate 
priestes such as have been bredd upp at Rome and 
Douai and seke to corrupt her Mat?°S good subjectes 
within this realm." (23) 


John Payne and Godsalve, together with John Shert, another | 
priest taken at this time and also later martyred, were sent 
from Greenwich to the Tower on July 14, 1581. (24) 

The reward to Elliot for his apprehending these priests and 
others at this time is recorded in Warrants for Issue still 
surviving. The warrant runs as follows: “Elizabeth, by the 
erace of God Guene of England etc we will and commaund you... 
to deliver or arrange to be delivered unto our welbeloved 
servaunt George Elliot, one of the yeomen of our Chamber or ta 
his sufficient assigne, the some of one hundred poundes... by | 
way of our free gifte unto the sayd George Elliot out of such | 
forfaytures fines and other lyke...as shall grow unto us with 
our said Exchequer for which purpose we rquire you to give 
order forthwith accordingly... 

(signed) #i11™ Parker" (25) 


Several priests had been taken at this time and all were 
sccused of conspiring to kill the Queen under what came to be | 
called the 'Rome and Rheims Plot'. Elliot, who was responsibil 
for the arrest of several of these priests, was the principal | 
witness against them and was made to put together memoranda 
upon which charges could be framed. The specific charge whic 
he made egainst Payne was as follows:;- 


“The said priest Payne went abowt once to persuade me to 

kyll (Jesus preserve her) the Q.Metl® and said that there 
were divers matters published agaynst her from the Pope, 

that it was lawfull to kyll her highness w*hout any offend 
to godwarde. And said unto me that he had talked beyond | 
the seas with the Urle of Westmerlande, Doct? Allen and 
Givers others englishmen touching that matter who lett him 
‘to understande that the Pope would yealde as muche allow-— 
ance of money as would fully furnishe 1 men, to every man 
a good horse, an arminge sworde, privye coate.and pockett 


ee 


0 


dagge. These men should be had in readyness agaynst some 
convenient tyme that her Mat?© went in progresse, not all 
in a lyverye, but in sundry sortes of apparell. And for 
that it was supposed y? hon*, my L. Treasurer and MT Secr. 
Walsyngham were likely to be there and that you were all 
thought to be enemyes to the papistes, it was appointed 
that iiij or v should set upon her Mat?©S Royall person, 
and so upon the suddeyne to destroye her, iij upon yT honT, 
iij upon my 1. Treasurer,and iij upon m? Secret.Walsynghanm, 
all woh in a moment even at one instent to be destroyed as 
aforesaid. The rest of the said companye of 1 to be ready 
when the deed were done to come to and fro with their 
horses amongst the people to dash them out of countenance 
that they should not knowe what part to take. 

"And that withall there should be a nobleman (whome to 
me he would not name) ready well appoynted neare the Tower 
presently upon the deed donne to enter therein and keape 
the same, and that forthw*) the &. of Scottes to be pro- 
claymed Q. of England. And furder he said he doubted not 
that the aforesaid M’ Talbott would be ayding therein. 

And that one Robert Elliot servaunt to the said la.Pollett, 
Robert Tamistie, then servaunt to the said SI John Peter, 
and one Philippe Lowes then servaunt to the oulde La. 
Peter, should be of the number aforesaid. And this is all 
that I can call yet to remembrance." (26) 


Such is the incriminating statement made by Blliot against 
John Payne. It is endorsed in several places by Burleigh in 
one of which he has written "Payne to be examyned". 

In another deposition which Blliot made against Robert 
Johnson (a priest from Rome also afterwards martyred), he 
stated that Johnson had come to Ingatestone Hall and enauired 
if Elliot knew where Payne was. When Elliot told him that he 
did not know, Johnson replied (according to Elliot's deposition 
against him) that Payne had gone beyond the seas fearing lest 
Elliot should discover Payne's words to the authorities. 
Johnson was said by Blliot to have begged him not to disclose 
what he had heard from Payne. At his trial when this was put 
to him, Johnson simply declareds "I never in my life had any 
such talk with him (Elliot) not uttered any such speeches 
tending to any such matters." (27) 

On August 14, 1581, the Privy Council made the following 
order from Greenwich concerning Paynes: "..-touching Payne, 


ma ee 


seing there are vehement presumptions that he is guiltie of i 
fact wherewith he is charged, they ars to progeace to the : 
torture with him and examine him thereuppon." (28) On Augus 
27th, word reached Douai College that he kad been racked, the | 
deatecss noting: "We have heard that...lr John Payne priest, 

together with ir Godsalve, was betrayed into the hands of the 

heretics by the same Blliot, a false brothers... Against the 
entry are the words “equuleo tortus". ) 

For two months we hear nothing further of John Payne. : 
Though he was elways associated in the minds of the authoriti¢ 
with the Rome-liheims Plot, he was not tried at Westminster Hal 
with Campion and the cthen dozen priests supposed by Elliot + 
have plotted the death of the Queen. We know that Payne was, 
however, egain racked when they were at the end of Cctober, ff 
though he is not named as having been tortured egain with the}| 
in the Privy Council's letter ,(30) yet the author of the } 
Diarium Turris noted on Oct 4 ate 1581: "John Pains, priest, | 
was most violently Fake Mes eniheaenee (31) 

There are extont what are called “Confessions" of these 
priests who were tried for the so-called Rome-Rheims Plot. | 
They are not confessions of guilt, but merely statements with) 
their signatures appended of what they agreed had been their 
answers to the questions put to them. For instance, the con} 
fession of John Shert is simply this: ."John Shert -— to all wt 
articles he saith, that is a catholique, and swarweth, in no | 
poynt, from the catholique faiths and, in other sort, to any} 
of these articles he refuseth to answere. John Shert." Now 
unfortunately the confession of John Payne, mentioned at his |f 
own trial and at the trial some years later of the Earl of | 
Arundel, as we shall see, has not survived - at least a sea 
for it has so far proved fruitless. We possess, however, a 
letter of his, printed within a year of his death, in which 
sets out his position. After one of the rackings which he 
endured, the Lieutenant of the Tower, Sir Owen Hopten, sent hi 
servant to John Payne with this notes "I have herewith sent | 
you pen, ink and paper: and I pray you writte what you have 
said to Elliot and to your Host in London, concerning the sta} 
and the Gueene, and thereof faile not, as you will answer at |i 
your peril." "Ro this note John Payne made the following 
replys— 


"Right Worshipful, 
My duetie remembred. Being not able 
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_writte without better handes, I have by your appointment used 
the help of your servant, for answere unto your interogatories. 
I have already said sufficient for a man that regardeth his 
owne salvation and that with such advised asseverations uttered 
as amongst christian men ought to be beleeved, yet once againe 
briefly for obedience sake. 

“First, touching her Majestie, I pray God to preserve her 
highness to his honour and her hartes desire, unto whom I 
alwaies have and during life will wish no worse then to my owe 
soul. if her pleasure be not that I shall live and serve her 
as my sovereign Prince. then I will willingly die her faithful 
subject, and I trust God's true servant. 

"Touching the state, I protest that I am and ever have 
been free from the knowledge of any practise whatsoever, either 
within or without the realme, intended againste the sames for 
the veritye wherof, as I have often before you and the rest of 
her graces commissioners called God to witness so doe I againe, 
and one day before his Majestie the truth not now credited wil 
be then revealed. 

"Por Elliot, I forgive him his monstrous wickednes and 
defie his malicious inventions, wishing that his former 
behaviour towards others being well knowen, as hereafter it wil, 
were 2 sufficient disprofe of these devised schlaunders. 

"For host or other person living in London or els where 
(unless they be by subornation of my blouddy ennemy corrupted ) 
I know they can, neither for worde, deede, or anye disloyaltie 
iustly touch me, and so before the seat of God, and also before 
the sight of men, will I answer at my uttermost peril. 

“Her Majesties' faithful subject amd your worship's 
humble prisoner, 

: John Peine, Priest." (32) 


For some while after this we have no news of John Payne 
except that he remained in the Tower. Three of the priests 
condemned for the supposed Plot of Rome and Rheims (namely, 
Campion, Sherwin and Brient) suffered 2+ Tyburn on December 1, 
1581. Payne was to be the next to suffer, while the others 
(Ford, Shert, Johnson, Kirby, Richardson, Cottam and Filbie) 
suffered at Tyburn on May 28 and May 30, 1582. (33) From 
something which Payne stated at his execution it is evident that 
he had the opportunity of conversing with Campion and the others 
in the Tower, for he declared that they had all vehemently 
denied to him any knowledge of treason. 
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John Payne, therefore, remained in the Tower throughout | 
winter of 1581/2. According to another very early account he w 
asked time and again if he would go to the new service, to mnie 
he made answer: "...when you have convicted me of treason, for 
which I am imprisoned, then I will open my mind to you upon 
other matters." (34) : | 

Something of his sojourn in the Tower can be gleaned from th 
Tower Bills which have also survived. Under one headed: “Froz 
Christmas, 1581, to Ledye Dey, 1562" we find the following - 
The Demaunds of SrOwin Hopton, knighte, Levetenant of the Q. 

her Majesties Towre of London, for the dyetts and chardges of | 
certayne prisoners ther remaynyngse as heere after ar Rena 
lerie declared viz. | 
mort. John Payne. Item etc. xiiij Dect sae xiij wks | 
xivtt. x8» dd4g°" (35) | 
A subsequent Bill details the individual charges as follows - | 
"mort. John Payne. Item for the dyett and chardges of John Payy 
begynnynge the xxv" of Marche, 1582, and endings the last day 
of the same, beinge one wicke, at xiij® iiij° the wicke for 
himselfe. One keape at 5©° the wicke. Fewell and candell at 
iiij® the wicke. Amountynge to the Some of xxij® iiij " (36)} 

On March 12, 1581/2 letters were sent out to the Lieutenant| 
of the Tower, to the Sheriff of Essex and the Justices of 
Assize, to make ready for the Trial of John Payne, which it haq 
been decided to hold at Chelmsford. The letters are summarised || 
by the Privy Council as follows:- 

“A letter to the Licutenant of the Tower to deliver John 
Paine, now prisoner under his custodie unto the charge of the 
Sheriffe of the countie of Essex, or such others as he shall ff 
that purpose (send) herewith unto him, to whom their Lordships] 
have written further what is to be don with him. 

"A letter to the Sheriffe of the countie of Sssex whereby hil 
is advertised that it is thought convenient that John Paine | 
aforesaid should receave his triall at the next Assizes to be || 
holden in the countie of Essex, for such thinges as he is on 
her Majesties behalf to be charged withall, praying to geve 
order that he maie forthwith be receaved at the handes of the 
Towre (unto whom he shall herein inclosed give a warrant for 
the deliverie of him) and kepte in safe custodie untill the : 
time of the Assizes and then broughte before the Justices to bij 
further proceadsed with accordinge to lawe. | 

"A letter to the Justices of the Assize in the countie of 


—. 
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Essex signifyinge unto them how that their Lordships have 
written their letters unto the Lieutenant of the Tower to de- 
liver the person of the said John Paine unto the charge of the 
Sheriffe of Essex to be broughte before them to receave his 
triall at the next Assizes in that countie for such maters-as 
he is to be charged withall on her Majesties behalf, wherewith 
her Majesties Attorney Generall hath made Mr Morris acquainteds 
prayinge them, uppon such information as he shall imparte unto 
them in that behalf that the said John Paine be proceaded with 
accordinge to lawe." (37) 

George Elliot was sent down to Chelmsford to give his 
evidence at the trial, and with him was sent an informer named 
Hill of whom little else is known. Elliot, again described as 
“an ordinary yeoman of her Majesties chamber", and Hill both 
received £4 "for their charges in being sent by commandment of 
the Lords of her Majesties Council from Greenwich to Chelmsford 
in Essex upon special business of her Majesty." (38) 

The following description of Payne's leaving the Tower to 
set out for Chelmsford is given in the account, already quoted, 
printed by Allen at Rheims within a year of his execution. 

"The 20% of March, 1582," says the account, "Sir Owin Hopton, 
Lieutenant of the Tower, cams to M Paine's dore, and by knock- 
ing raised him out of his bed: who had mich watched before, 
and provoked him halfe ready to come forth, not telling him to 
what ends but afterwards advertised how the matter stoode, and 
perceiving that he was to be removed, he desired leave to re- 
torne into his chamber to make himselfe ready and to fstch his 
purse, which he had left behind him, but it would not be 
graunted, but he commaunded him to be delivered to certaine 


officers there attending, as he said for his conducting to 


Essex appointed by the cheefe of the councill. M. Paine in his 
cassocke only went forward with them, being the more gently 
delt with that he was not bound at all." (tn the margin 
against this account the author has written: "The keye of the 
docre was taken by the keeper and the L(ady) Hopton after her 
fashion seased on the purse per usucaptionen.") (39) 

Filed among the Essex Indictments of this time is to be 
found a list of sixty-two “felons, witches and roges" who were 
being held in the county gacl to stand their trial at this 
Assizges. Fifth from the end among the “roges" is found the 
name of "Johes Payne". (40) 

The account of the trial is as follows: "On Thursday at 
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night his neme was recited with about 13 witches, other See | 
ers and theeves. On Friday about 10 of the clock he was | 
arraigned ‘after this maner." | 
"First his endightement was read viz that i. Paine shouid | 
utter to Elliot at a certaine Christemas lying with him in his) 
chamber, that many devises had been heretofore concerning the 
change of religion, and yet none hath prosperously succeeded: 
but of all others this seeneth the best, ‘which I have heard 
(quoth he) sometime mentioned of the Earle of Westmerlande, D. | 
Allen and D. Bristowe, that 50 men well appointed with privy | 
coates and dagges, should espie some oppertunitie when the 
Queene were at progresse. and sleye the Gueene's Majestie the 
BE. of Leicester and li. Yalsingham, and then to proclaims the 
Sueene of Scottes queene. Also that it should be no greater an 
offence to kill the Queens then to despatch a drute beast." (41) 
The Indictment was as usual put into formal latin terms. I 
has been found among a large bundle of suck indictments belongy 
ing to this reign and is translated as follcws: 


"Essex. The Jury presents on behalf of the Queen that Jonn 
Payne, lately of Ingerstone in the county aforesaid, a 
cleric, acting as a false traitor against our most 
illustrious and gracicus Princess and Lady Blinzabeth, by 
the grace of God Queen of England, France and Ireland, 
Defender of the Paith, not having the fear of God in his 
heart nor weighing his due allegiance but lead away by 
the devil, with malice aforethought, did on the 7% day 
of January in the Z2lst year of the reign of the said Lady 
Elizabeth ueen, and on diverse other days before and 
after at Ingerstone, falsely, maliciously, wickedly and 
traitorously conspire, imagine, contrive and compass by 
force and arms to kill the said supreme and gracious lady 
the Queen and to bring her to final destruction. And the 
said John fayne at Ingerstone as aforesaid on the 7*5 day 
of January in the aforesaid year and on diverse other days 
and occasions before and after at Ingerstone did malicious 
ly and traitorously by express words move and persuade a 
certain George Hlliot that the said George should assist 
and aid the said John Payne to kill the said lady the Que 
and to bring her to death and final destruction, contrary 
to his due allegiance and against the peace of the said 
Queen, her crown and dignity, and in manifest contempt of 
the laws of the realm and against the form of diverse 
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statutes in this case made and provided etc." (42) 


The account of the trial continues: "...M.Paine denied the 
encightment and defied all treason, protesting that he alwaies 
in mind and word honored the Queene's Majestie above any woman 
in the world, and that he would gladly alwaies have spent his 
life for her pleasure in any lawfull service, that he praied 
for her as for his owne soule, that he never invented nor 
compassed any treason againste her Majestie or any of the 
nobilities of England." 

"Then Mr Morrice, the Queene's Counsellor, on the part of 
her Kajestie begane to prove M. Paine to be a traitor two 
weies, by presumption and deposition. The presumption was 
gathered for that about v yeres past he went beyond the seas 
and retorned speedily. Secondly, because he was made FPrieste 
of the Bishope of Cambray, and so had sworn himself to the 


Pope, who is our most open enemy. Thirdly, that he had speach 


with traitors in Flaunders, with the Barlie of Westmerlande, D. 
Allen end D. Bristowe. Fourthly, that he had travailed with a 
traitor's sonne, M. “illiam Tempest. The deposition wes of 
Eliot's othe and his owne confession on the rack. Consecuent~ 
ly Elict swore that the endictment was true, and M. Paine's 
confession was read. 

This being cone, M. Paine answered to the presumption ssying 
that to goe beyond the seas was not a sufficient token to be a 
traitor, neither to be made Prieste of the Bishop of Cambrays 
for so were many others nothing at all thinking of treason, 
confessing aiso that he was not the Pope's. scholler, neither 
had any maintenance of him. To the third he answered that he 
never talked with the Barle of Westmerland, and D. Allen and 
D. Bristowe never taiked to his knowledge of such thinges. To 
the fourth that M. Tempest was an honest gentilman and never 
talked with him of treason, neither was it unlawful to keepe 
him companie, seeing that he was servant to the right honorable 
councillor, Sir Christopher Hatton. 

“He refelled Eliot's deposition, first taking God to witness 
on his soule, that he never had such speach with him. Secondly 
he brought twee places of Scripture and a statute to prove 
that without twoe witnesses no man should be condemned... 
Thirdly, he proved Blioct insufficient to be a witnes, for 
oppression of poore men even unto death, for a Rape, and other 
manifest lewde actes with women, for breach of contract, for 
cozeninge the L. Peter of lioney, for changing ofte his religion, 
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for malice againste himselfe, for being attached of murder and! 
such like actess after he made a long discourse of Eliot's 
dissembling when he came to M. Moore's for him with a warrant | 
inducing him into Warwickshire for his marriage. 

"Hereupon a Jury was impanneld, who on friday after dinner 
broght evidence that he was guilty. Upon Saturdaye a little 
before dinner, cominge againe to the barre, judge Gaudy asked 
M. Paine what he could say for himselfe. Who answered that he 
had said sufficiently, alledging that it was against the law 
of God and man that he should be condemnded for one man's . 
witnes notoriously infamous. Then the judge said that if he 
were not guilty the countrey would have found it. M. Paine 
answered that those men of the Jury were but poore, simple men) 
nothing at all understanding what treasen is, and that he had 
demaunded a definition of conspiracie befors Mr Morice and the} 
which they would not give. But if it please the Queen and the | 
councill that I should die, I referre my cause to God. Then th 
judge said that his owne wordes made most against him, and if || 
Eliot had sworn falsely, his death would be required at his | 
hendes, the which no man knewe but himselfe. M. Paine said thay 
all was but treacherie in seaking of his bloude. In fine judge 
Gaudy pronounced the sentence of condemnation and afterward 
exhorted him to repente himselfe, ‘Although', said he, ‘you maj 
better instructe me herein.' M. Paine demaunded the time that 
he should suffer, it was answered on Munday following about 8 | 
of the clocke." (43) 


Gaol Delivery List cf the Chelmsford Gaol which was compiled | 
after the trizls of the prisoners at this Assises. (44) The | 
document is again in legal latin of which the following is a 
transcriptions 
"Hssex. Delivery of the Queen's Gaol of Colchester Castle 
of the prisoners there, held at Chelmsford on Thursteyv in 
the fourth week of Lent, 24 Bliz.1, before John Southcote, 
one of the Queen's Justices assigned to hold pleas coram || 
Regina, and Thomas Gawde, knt, the other....Justices of 
the Queen assigned to deliver her Gaol of Colchester 
Castle of prisoners there. 


William Griffen. 

John Payne now 
William Salye ) indicted 
John Rand (or Raud) ) to be 
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Blizabeth Bennet 
Ursula Kemp 
William Sparxe ) 


- hanged 
by the neck 


It will be seen that of the sixty-two who had been tried at 
the Assizes seven were condemned to deaths others received 
lesser sentences. 

Following the sentence John Payne was taken back to prison. 
“After that he was retorned to prison, the high Sheriff and © 
others came to him and demaunded, Whether he made Jesus Christ 
the only cause of his salvation. He answered affirmatively, 
professing unto them the Catholike veritie. All Sunday till v 
of the clock, one D. Withers and PD. Sone were with hin, 
persuading him very ernestly to chang his religion, ‘the which’ 
(said they), if you will alter, we doute not to procure mercie 
for you.’ This M. Paine toulde me himselfe, for no body was 
sufferecd to come unto him, saying that the Ministers by their 
foolishe babling did mich vexe and trouble him. I amongst manny 
comming unto him about x of the clocke with the officers, he 
most comfortably and mekely uttered wordes of constancie untre 
me and with a leving kisse tocke his leave of me. 

"The nexte Morninge the ij of April about 8 of the clocke 
he was laid on a hurdel and broughte to the place of execution, 
where kneeling almost halfe an hcure, her ernestly. praied, 
arising and viewing the galloes, he kissed it with a smiling 
countenance, ascended, and the halter being epplied, he lief ed 
up his eies and handes towardes heaven a pretie while, ther 
beganne to speake to the peoples first he made unto them 2 
declaration of his faith (because he was before enformed by ma 
that the common people thought him to be a Jesuit, whose 
opinion, they say, is That Christ is not God, } confessing one 
God in essence and substance, and Trinitie in persons, and the 
Word to be incarnat for man's redemption, with other Catholike 
wordes. Secondly, he desired God to forgive him has past life, 


end to have mercis on all sinners. Thirdly, he forgave all 


Which ever had offended him, naming Eliot, whom he especially 
desired God most e@arnsstiy to make with him a companion in 


heavenly blisse. Fourthly, he said that his feets did never 


treade, his handes cic never write, nor his witte ever invent 
any treason against her Majestie, but he alwaies wished unto 
her as to his owne soule, desiring almighty God, to give her a 
prosperous raigne and afterwarde eternal felicivie. 

"he L. Rich willed him to confesse that he there died a 
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traitor and to be sorry therefore. To whom very paciently he 
answered that he defied all treason, and to confesse an untrut 
was to condemne his owne soule. ‘I confesse truly, said he, 
that I @ie a Christian Catholike prieste.' And desired the L. 
Rich to bear witnes of his death, saying ‘Sweet, my Lorde, 
certify her Majestie thereof, that she suffer not heareafter | 
innocent bloode to be cast away, seeing that it is no small 
matter.' Then a Minister with an admirative replie said to the 
people that in these wordes he shewed himselfe a traitor, | 
because (quoth he) this man saieth that if the Queene touch thé 
annoynted of the Pope, she shedceth innocent bloude. M. Paine, 
turning unto him said ‘Truly you deal very uncharitably with m¢ 
For, saieth he, I desired my Lorde to speake to her Majestie, | 
that she suffer not innocent bloude to be cast away,' and he 
uttered great affection for the Cueene. In course of talke my 
Lorde Rich said, ‘Paine, have you not alwaies desired to spend 
your life for the Queene's death?! KM. Paine was then in conten- 
plation and not hearing answered not. If perchance he had 
answered affirmatively (not thinking of the word death, put so 
sophistically in the last place, but of health) then God (to 
whom all men’s intentions lie open ) knowethe what the adversar 
would have gathered thereof. “t: 

"A Minister said that although he denied this treason, yet 
for all that he was a traitor, 'For, saieth he, Campion and his 
company denied their treason, and. yet it was by more then twoe 
witnesses proved unto them.' M. Paine answered that immediately} 
before their execution he demaunded of them if these accusat=— 
ions of treason had anye ground? They said by their faith that 
it was never imagined, nor hard of by them. Then the Minister 
said M. Harte had confessed it, he answered he would defend no 
man’s doings but his owne, and that he knewe not thereof. 

"Straightways they affirmed that he confessed such treason 
to Lady Poole. He said that he knew her not. Then the Minister 
inferred that his brother confessed to him in his chamber seve 
years agoe that he talked of such intention. To this he answe 
ed, being somewhat moved, 'Bone Deus! My brother is, and alway 
hath been a very earnest Protestant, whome yet I knowe will no 
say so falsely of me.' And then desired that his brother should 
be gent for. They called for him, but then he was in towne. Wh 
a sort of us came from the execution we found his brother in 
Inne, of whom we asked if this was true, uttering unto him all 
the matter. He sware unto us with great admiration that it wa 
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most false and tolde us that he would certif my L. Rich; 
immediately he was sent for to my lorde, and I tooke horse to 
ride away, and thereof as yet here no more. 

"To conclude they would not tarry so longe till his brother 
Should be sent for. M. Paine confessed often that he died a 
Christian Catholike prieste. They desired M. Paine to pray 
with them in English, but he was attentive to his ende in 
contemplation, and being often called on dy the Ministers to 
joyne with them in the Lord's Praier, he said that he praied 
in a tongue which he well understood. Againe when he was pray— 
inge, he repeated his former requestes. One answered that he 
then praised in English, perhapps to satisfy the people, for he 
hard not a worde. 

“After M. Paine told them that he said our Lorde's Praier 
three times and told them that he would say the Psalme Eiserere 


and said it forth. The Minister asked him whether he repented 


not that he had said Masse, but he hearde him not being in 
contemplation. After all, very mekely when the ladder was about 
to be turned he said, ‘Jesus, Jesus, Jesus,' and so did hange 
not movinge hand or foote. They very courtesly caused men to 
henge on his feet and set the knot to his eare, and suffered 
him to hange to death, commaunding Bull, the hangman of 
Newgate, to despatch, lest he should, as they said, revive 
and rebukt him that he did not dispatch speedily. All ths te 
loved him exceedingly, the keepers and most of the magistrats 
of the shere. No man in countenance seasmed to mislike him, b 


3 
much sorrowed and lamented his death, who most constantly, 
? 
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Catholikely, patiently and meekely ended this mortal life, to 
rise triumphantly, his innocency knowen to all ths world. (45) 


There were a few repercussions to the execution in the 
county. The Government was at this time exceedingly on edge 
and any reference which was made concerning the priests lately 
executed or in charge under the death sentence was closely 
investigated. A John Gaye of Blackmore was summoned to the 
Essex Quarter Sessions to explain what he had meant by saying 
that he had known another who had been partaker with the 
traitor Payne. Ee hac uttered his remark at “one Widow Wades 
house being a vittaylinge howse in Fryttle." (46) He explein- 
ed in court that “he doth well remember that the Sundaye 
before Baster he was at the Widow Waydes in ‘ryttle and one 
Solles and Thomas Groves with him, and in their company one 
James Haptin, and upon cecasion given of the said James this 
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examinat chanced to speak of Payne the traitor that was 
executed, saying that he did hear that the said Payne did once) 
Gupertelt and belong to one Master Shelly, but for any other | 
matter he doth not know or ever heard anything elise of them." 
(47) 

The authorities seemed satisfied with the explanation of 
John Gaye and the matter rested there. But another similar 
case was taken to the Frivy Council. Ths Council ordered on 
May 2, 1582, that an Edward Bell and John Chalke of Yrittle, 
yeomen, should make their personal appearance before the 
Justices of Assize at the next Essex Assizes “the said Bell 
standing charged with certsyne speeches uttered in defence of 
Payne, the traytor, lately executed at Cheinsford, at the 
accusation of one James Hapten, whoe is also bounde for his : 
like apparence before the sayd Justices at that tyme to dala! 
information and evidence ageinst the said Bell accordingly." (4 

Writing to inform the Justices of the matter, the Council 
specify the nature of the case and say that Bell, “albeit he 
deny the wordes wherewith he is chargsd, yet their Lordships 
have occacion to thincke that he is not so cleere alltogether | 
as appertainethe, and that his violence used to Hapten uppon 
his charginge of him with the said speaches gevethe cause of 
suspicion against the said Bell, who nevertheless for the 
purginge of himselfe casteth the cause of his quarrel with | 
Hapten upon some falling out at a foote ball play more than oni 
moneth before at the town of Writtell...." (49) | 

No record of what transpired has remained. 


Such is the story of Bl. John Payne. The family name continued 
to be associated with service to the Petre family and for some} 
three hundred years there heave been Paynes who claimed descent 
from the family of the martyr at Horndon, Ingrave and the neig} 
bourhood. Two still survive, the one having only left Thorndol 
on the closure of the Catholic chapel there and the other 3 || 
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away shortly before that time. 


What is to be said of the accusation of treason made by 
Elliot against him of plotting to assassinate the Queen? At 
another Trial, that of the Earl of Arundel, the supposed Plot || 

f Rheims and Rome was brought up in evidence also against the} 
Earl. The names of Campion and the others, with whom he was | 
said to have associated and the specific accusation made again} 
them and against John Payne were also laid against him. There} 
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are various accounts of that Trial. They all repeat the story 
of the fifty men who were to set upon the Queen in her progress. 
The Attorney General, Popham, wrote it into his brief and added 
that one “Hill affirmeth that Payne tolde him at Shrofetide 
then last past that the realme could not long continue in the 
State wherein it was, that the Pope had a special care thereof, 
and wold in short time either by forren princes or by some 
other meanes worke a change of thinges heere." (51) 

In another account of that Trial we read that "Confessions of 
Payne, Savage, Babington and Throckmorton were redd provinge 
the pourposes of Allen to further the deposinge of her Majestie 
and bringing of forren powers." (52) What are we to make of 
these charges of sedition? 

It is necessary to consider the accusation against the 
general background of the time. “In the early 1580s, the 
Government had become extremely concerned at the trend of 
events. in the first decade of the reign,:- there had been no 
organised resistance to the religious settlement: it had seem- 
ed no doubt to the authorities that the older generation of 
priests and laymen would soon pass away leaving the new 
religion in possession. But now 411 that was seen to have been 
illusory. Very large numbers of Catholic exiles on the Contin- 
ent hac sst up centres of resistances. The twin colleges of 
Douai and Rome were sending back each year a steady stream of 
ardent and young priests. And now the Jesuits had joined these 
seminary priests in the attempt to reconquer the land to the 
ancient faith. The large party of thirty who had ieft Rome 
with such acclaim in 1580 had greatly added to the alarm. The 
numbers of people who were being reconciled to the Catholic 
Church were such that a landslide was threatened. Within a 
matter of a month some fifteen priests had been taken saying 
Mass. Every such priest began to be looked on as a4 sty- 

All this had combined to produce a “Plot Mania", a patholog- 
ical state of mind, among those who surrounded the Queen, It 
seemed to them that drastic action must at once be taken if the 
country was not to return to the Apostolic See. — 

Now, after 1563 it had been treasonable to maintain the 
authority of the Pore after a previous conviction or to refuse 
the oath of supremacy a second time. After 1571, it had become 
treason to procure a bill or form of reconciliation from Rome. 
After 1561, to absolve or reconcile a person or to be so recon- 
ciled to the See of Rome, was also treasonable. But it was not 
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antil the new Parliament of 27 Bliz., 1585, that the terrible 
death of a traitor was enacted for every priest coming into 
Gngland. 

In the case of Campion, Sherwin, Briant, Payne and the others} 
then in cherge for saying Mass, while it retigl have been poss- | 
ible perhaps to have convicted them under one of the acts 
already on the statute book, it was thought better to have re- | 
course to the historic Statute of Treasons of the reign of 
Udward III, 1352, the first part of which defined treason as 
"compassing' the death of the Prince. It was decided to frame 
the indictments on that act, and a perusal of the indictment of} 
John Payne, and aiso of Campion am his companions will show 
that this is so. The two indictments, mitatis mutandis are 
worded in the same terms, which are taken from the Statute of 
Sdward III. 

All that was required, then, was that a 'Plot' to compass 
the death of the Queen should be fabricated, two witnesses be 
found to support it and others hired if possible i suport they 


"A Flot was therefore pretended," says the Dictionary of Nationay 
Biography, “that Campion, Silen, Morton, Parsons and thirteen jf 


priests and others in custody, had conspired together at Rome 
and Rheims to raise a sedition in the realm to dethrone the 
Queen....The principal witnesses were George Elliot and three 
hired witnesses, Munday, Sledd and Caddy, who pretended to have} 
cbserved the meetings of the conspirators at Rome. The 
prisoners were all found guilty. Hallam says: '...the prosecu 
ion was as unfairly conducted and supported by as slsnder 
evidence as any in our books." (55) 

In the case of Payne, with whom alone of ail these priests, 
Elliot had lived in the same household of the Petres, he 
produced a special charge of treitorous words uttered by John 
Payne at Ingatestone Hall. 

The intrinsic impossibility of the whole 'Plot' of Rheims 
and Rome is manifest. Two of the priests, Ford and Collington, 
had never been in either place in their lives. Campion had | 
been for many years lecturing in Prague at the time when he xasi} 
supposed to haves been plotting in these two placess Richardson) 
su~posed to have been conspiring at Rome, showed that he had 
never been theres; Shert had not been in either place for years} 
Bosgrove was not. even a seminary priest. Yet all wers arraignel 
at the one bar on the one indictment for the one conspiracy. (5H 


When accused of complicity in the 'Plot' at his Trial in 158)h 
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the Barl of Arundel stated that he was at the time still a 
Protestant. In connection with the charge made against Payne, 
when confronted with it at his Trial and accused that it was he 
who was to “cease on the Tower and to proclame the @. of Schots 
Queene, by the name of Q@. Marye, the Earle denied to be of this 
conspiracie, sayinge that he wayted uppon the ee all this 
summer." (57 

Robert Johnson, indicted with Campion and the others, said 
by Elliot tc have spoken with him at Ingatestone about Payne's 
plotting there simply declared: "I never in my life had any 
such talk with him nor uttered any such speeches tending to any 
such matters." (58) 

The character of Elliot, the principal witness, which 
Campion and Payne both cited in open citar 2 show him to have 
been totally unreliable. Payne said of him at his trial that 
he wes notoriously infamous"; Campion went so far as to say 
_ that he was ‘s confessed murderer." (59) ‘That he was a thief 
and head embezzled money entrusted to him by Lady Petre and that 
he had enticed a young woman from the Roper household was common 
knowledge and was stated in the court at Chelmsford. This was 
the man upon whose deposition ail these priests suffered death. 

There was never any doubt in contemporary Catholic circles 
of the 'ficta criminatio' of Dlliot and the true martyrdom for 
religion of John Payne. From the day of the arrival of the 
news at Douai of his death (60), he was at once acclaimed a 
true martyr. Indeed, for some while, in letters and lists of 
the time, John Payne seems to have received more prominence 
than many other martyrs. He was included among the twelve 
pricsts whose life and death Cardinal Allen wrote at Rhoims in 
1582. His portrait, that of a young priest in cassock and 
biretta was put upon the walls among others in the chapel of 
the English College, Rome. He is repeatedly mentioned in 
letters. (61) 

The name of John Payne is without exception in all the lists 
of mertyrs which began to be compiled about the end of the 
sixteenth century. In 1609, a rough draft of Martyrs headed 
"Catalogus acetome in hac nupeéra persecutione Anglicana" was 
put together with a view to the Cause being presented. It is 
endorsed "This Catalogue is in the hand-wrighting of my Lord 
Richard of Chalcedon, worthy to be kept, made it seems for MT 
More to be present.” In the eighth place in this list we have 
the entrys "Jhon Paine at Chelmesford in Essex, 2 April, 
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1582." (62) te 


Another Catalogue, addressed to Cardinal Seip 
put together by "Thomas Morus presbyter S888 att t} 
gent in Kome.. He intended publishing it with pi 
“23 ¥i 


ee nee 


ffigies martyrum nostrum”). Payne was to hi 


yenth, the caption for him bei 

2efordiae, 2 April, 1582". .(63) 

A little later the same Thomas More began to com 
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copier lives of these mertyrs; 
their pictures and possibly used in their Cifi 
for John Payne was to be thiss "D. Joannes Pa 
ee Duaceni falso teste calumniatus, quas 
ium contre Reginan fuisset reat tus, morti adinudicat 
innocentissimus vir tandem BRA necatus evis 
partes dissectus. Passus est Chalmsfordiae in Pr 
ABBA Pe ibsoae alba} 

ph Bane Thomas ate quotes Cardinal Beronius to the eff 
that ie martyrs had “not only defended the liberties 
Church, as Thomas of PS had done long before, b 
the doctrines of the Church, by their noble death”. "(65 

A further Catalogue, thought to be of c. 161€&, whic 
headed: “This Catalogue belongs to the Eng. Sem. in P 
has this entry for John Payne: 


"Joannes Paynus P. Chelemsfordias 2 Aprilis, 1582 

CAUSA MORTIS SCRIPTORES 
Ob mendacissimam criminationen Acta HMartyrii Anglice edita 
a quodam Georgio Bliotto homine an.1582, et quae extant Lata 
infami confectam quasi insignis apud Concert. Eccl. Ang. par |] 
coniurationis de Regina e medio  Hartus in Diario.Alan in Apdl 


tollenda conscius fuisset, re Martyrum et in lib. ad Pers. 
autem vera ob sacerdctium. Acta Anglos, capel. Sand.lib. 3 i 
martyrii apod Cancert. Fecl. schis. p.410. Yerthing oat 
Angl.par 2. Hartus in Diario. Wilson in Catal. Duacen et | 
Vorthing. in Cat. Stous inAnnal Hispanus. Et ex Protestantiby 
ait ob verba ab ipso dicta Stous in Annal." | 
cuidam Elliotte (66) 


Still another Catalogue of 1628 was compiled by Dr Richard || 
Smith, which appears to be based upon the last above mentionedl 
it adds, however, certain details. John Payne is said to haval 
sitferda after long imprisonment, tortures and extreme cruel- 
ties had been inflicted upon ‘se (67) 


- 69 — 


In 1630 Douai College put together its official lists of 
priests who had left its walls and returned to martyrdom. 

It is headed: "Catalogus Martyrum Collegii Duacensis Secundum 
Arnoldum Raissum." It lists 126 former students who had 
suffered death in England since 1577. John Payne occupies the 
eighth place. (68) 

Mach later a list with notes in French was put togcther in 
1680, the entry for Payne being simply: “April 2 BP. Joannis 
Payne; Caesaromagi. Chelmsford, 1562." 

Lastly, therc is the list of Challoner already noted put 
tosether while he was still at Douai. His note on John YFayne 
is this: "John Paine of Northamptonshire P(riest) of D(ouai) 
1576 went on y® Mission with M™ Mayne y® same years suffered 
at Chelmsford in Essex ep’ 2* for y® pretended conspiracy 
upon y~ deposition of one witness a wretch called Bllict...." 


(70) 


The testimony of these carefully compiled catalegues, the 
backgrounc against which the charges of conspiracy were mais, 
the character of his only accuser, his own steadfastness in 
refusing to go to the new service to gain a reprieve, the 
intrinsic impossibility of the charges ~ all combine to pro- 
claim John Payne to be a true martyr for religion. We may end 
with the words of A Briefe Historie: “All faier meanes, all 
foule meanes, all extremitie, all pollicie, were used to finde 
that which vas note" (71 
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(1) Westminster irchives, vol.B28, p. 363 


(2) Douai Diar ies, vol.eI, diarium primo, p.6. London 1878, 
edited by Fathers of Oratory. 


(3) Ibidem, Avgendix Docynentorum Ineditorun, De 209 
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Leicester Musecun. 
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Douai Diaries, diarium secundum, ut supra, p.103. 
Ibidem, p-103 . 

Ibidem, p.106 

Ibidem, p.106 

Dom Eliz. SP 12/118,73, in P.R.0. 


Narrative of Henry Chadderton, formerly in Archives of 
Ven. English College, Rome. Cited in Records S.Je, 
VOled, Dasole 


Douai Diaries, diarium secundum, ut supra, p.107 
Ibidem, pe115 

Ibidem, p.116 . 

Ibidem, pp.130,131 

1/DP F 8, in Essex Record Office 


Catholics would convey thsir property to trustees 
reserving certain sums to the family's use, as a pre- 
caution ageinst forfeiture. A clause in the Act of 
1581(by which fines for recusancy were raised to £20) 
voided such conveyances. For an example see Five 
Northants Families, Dr. Finch, 1956, p.7é 


D/DP F Ty, in Essex Record Office 

Foreign Series Bligz.(cal.), vol.72, n.279 

Cobbett State Trials, vol.l, p.1067 

Lansdowne MSS (Burleigh Papers), vol.33, £.149, in BM. 


Cited in Lives of English Martyrs, Camm, vol.2, p.431, 
from Treasurer of Household Accounts for July 15, 1581 


Dom Bliz., SP 12/149,69, in P.R.0. 


Diarium Turris, printed at the end of the De Schismate 
Anglicano, Rome, J. Hart. Cited in Dodd's Church History 
vol.3, pel53, where entry for July 14, 1501 is found. 


Warrants for Issue. B 404/124, part 3, in P.R.O. 

Lansdowne MSS (Burleigh Papers), vol.33, £.147 

Cf Edmund Campion, Simpson, London, 1867, p.427. Cf also) 
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for trial of Campion and companions Lansdowne MSS, 
vol.33, ff. 64 seq. It seems likely that Robert 
Johnson was at Ingatestone since in his denial of 
the words ettributed to him by Elliot he does not 
Geny having been there. Hs was arrested in the 
company of Catherine Petre. 


Acts of Privy Council, vol.13, 14 August, 1581 (cal.) 
in Pe te O. 


Douai Diaries, ut supra, disrium secundun, p.182 


Acts of Privy Council, vol.13, Oct. 29, 1581 (cal. ) 


2 DSS la aS Bie Hila ie Aavalnaactcmte ae A 


Diarium Turris, ut supra, entry for Oct. 31, 1581 


A Briefe Historie of the Glorious Martyrdome of Twelve 
Reverend Priestes by Card. Allen, Rheims, 1% 2. 
Edited by J.H.Pollen, London, 1908, pp.$ $6, 97 


Church History of England, Dodds—Tierney, vol.3, p.168, 
Lond. , 1040 


Concertatio Ecclesiae Catholicae, Treves, 1588, 
Bridgwater, pars secunda, Dia. Orie. sony at Farm 
street. 


mf ric = 
Exchequer of Receipt, Miscellanea, B/ 407/56, u.25, in 
P.R.O. 
Ibidem, 2/ 407/56, n.27, in P.R.O, 
Acts of Privy Council, vol.13, 12 March 1521/2 (eal. ) 
in PekyO’ 


Cited-in Lives of Bnglish Martyrs, Camm, ut supra, 
vol.2, p.456 note, from Treasurer of Household Account 
for April 2, 1562, in FP.8.C. 


A Briefe Historie, ut supra, chapter 10 being The Orde 
of the Arraignement and Martyrdome of H. John Paine, 
Priest, 2 Aprilis, l 


| 


Essex Assize File, Nomina Prison, File 34/24, membrane 
in P.k.0. 


A&A Briefo Historie, ut supra, p.% 
Essex Assize File, 35/24, membrane 6, in P.R.O. 


ar; 


m 


(43) 
(44) 


(45) 
(46) 
(47) 


48) 
(49) 
(50) 


A Briefe Historie, ut supra, pp-91,92 


Essex Assize Indictments, Pile 35/24, membrane 5, in 
P.R.O. From this it would seem that John Payne was 
lodged at Colchester Castle during the time of his 
trial and until his execution. It is interesting to 
find John Southcote of Witham (the Catholic Judge who 
was later to resign rather than condemn a priest to 
death when on the bench at Norwich) named as one of 
the two Justices assigned to receive the delivery of 
the prisoners amongst whom was John Payne. Judge | 
Southcote died on April 18, 1585, and lies in Witham 
church. (Cf Troubles of our Catholic Forefathers, | 
First Series, pp. Seqe 


A Briefe Historie, ut supra, pp.92 to 96 
o/ SE,80/51, in Essex Record Office 


o/SR 80/82, in E.R.0. To find Payne stated to have been|| 
a servant of the Shelley family is surprising. The 
Shelleys were of Stondon Hall, Stondon Massey, which is 
beside Blackmore where the deponent lived. This family 
was one of the most prosperous in the county and held 
Stondon Place as well as the Hall. The male members 
were constantiy in trouble for religious matters during} 
this reign. William Shelley was attainted es privy to al 
plot, "on meré suspicion" says the author of the De 1 
Schismate, and remained in prison until his death. His} 
wife, Jane Shelley, who had conformed to the new relig-=} 
ion, was granted the rent of Stondon Place, occupied byl 
the Bird family (also recusant). She conducted long | 
lawsuits with them to obtain actual possession of this || 
place, but did not succeed in ejecting them. If John | 
Payne was ever a servant of William and Jane Shelley, 
it was probably before his ordination. 


Acts of Privy Council, vol.13 (cal.), 2 May, 1582 
Acts of Frivy Council, ibid., 15 May, 1582 


Cf Landsdowne MSS, vol.33, ff.166 seq.3; cf also 
Yelverton MSS, Additional, 48029, £.76. Cf too ) 
Cath. Rec. Society, vol.2l, Passim, for accounts of the || 
Trial of the Earl of Arundel. | 


-~ 73 - 


(51) 
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(54) 
(55) 
(56) 
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Egerton MSS, 2024, f.81, in B.M. 
Yelverton MSS, Add., 48029, £.76, in Bi. 
Lansdowne MSS, vol.33, £.64 seg. 


Dictionary of National Biog., vol.3, p.854 
Constitutional History, Hallam, vol.l, p.146 


Cf Allen's Defence of English Catholics, Rheims, 1584 
Edited at Manresa, 1914, pp.35/ 40 


Yelverton MSS, Add., 48029, f.107, in B.u. 


Edmund Campion, Simpson, ut supra, p.427 


The character of Elliot is described in the following 


letter: "Fuerat multis annis Elliotus Catholicus... 
Tandem incidit in amorem puellae cuiusdam in illea 
domo (sc. Roper household); item vocatus fuit in 
suspicionem latrocinii commisside quo fide iussores 
dederant responsum et re praesenturum se in proximis 
commitiis. His duabus rebus afflictus, adiit senatun, 
docet de suo statu, petiit patrocinium et obtinuit et 
Sic primo exulit domo puellam, st Paynum rogavit ut 
matrimonio coniungeret, qui quum hominem reprehendisset 
quod inscio domino extulisset domo, apprehendit ipsum 
Paynum suum summum amicum et postea ficta criminatione 
ad mortem usque persecutus est.... (Cf C.R.S. vol.3y, 


p-93n.) de vita Hdmundi Campioni. MSS at Stonyhurst 
by Fr. Parsons, 5.d. 


“Accepimus martyrio coronatum Puisse D. Joannem Pane..." 


(D.D., diarium secundum, p.186) 


Cf Allen to Agazzari, S.J., May 2, 1582 (Vestminster 


Archives, vol.3, n.79), Cf Parsons in his Punti per la 
Missione ad! Inghilterra del anno 1582, cited in C.#.5S. 
an SE NR a RR A RR AO SE AER RE SNE omenrmnranec 


vol.4, pe5T, CF also letter of Mr Thos Covert to 
Agagzari where he writes: “...de morte seu ut verius 
dicam martyrio R¢+ Payne..." (Yestminster Archives, 
vol.9, pe 520). Cf lastly Parsons in a letter preserved 
at Stonyhurst: "...cum post infinita tormenta ad 
confessionem suorumque proditionem haeretici non 
possent (eum inducere), interfecerunt publice 2 huius 
mensis in civitate quadam provS® Essexiae quae 
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Chelmsfordia dicitur. Hic vir robustus erat et iuvenis 
aetete fortissimeque et patientissime mortem subiit... 
Martyrium hoc valde commovisse muitos videtur." 
(C.R.S., vol.39, pp.-142,143). Various other similar 
letters written almost at once after the news of the 
execution of John Payne could be adduced. 


Westminster Archives, B 28, Catal. MM, pp.165-168 
Tbid.,. ppl to 40 
Westminster Archives, vol. B 28; Catal. Mil, p.7 


Ibid., p.287. It is to be noted how carefully lists of 
martyrs were being compiled from the earliest days, 
with authorities cited and where possible eyewitness 
accounts (such as in the A Briefe Historie and the 
Concertatio) being gathered. 


Ibidem, p.57. Note again how John Payne is repeatedly 
stated to have suffered extreme tortures, as the 
author of the Tower Diary had noted at the time. 


Printed in C.R.S., vol.2, p. 530 
Vestminster Archives, B.28, Catal. MM, p.333 
THids 4, “p< 262 


A Briefe Historie, ut supra, p.96 
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THE FAMILY OF ST. THOMAS MORE IN ESSEX 1581-1640 


3, Thomas More II (contimed) 


The Will of Thomas More II was registered in the Prerogat- 
ive Court of Canterbury and is to be found in Somerset House, 
London (PCC 67 Stafforde):- 


IN DBI NOMINE, AMEN. I Thomas More of Leyton in the 
countie of Essex and dyoces of London esquire, of the age of 
Threescore & fifteene yeares, beinge whole of mynde and of 
good and perfecte memorye (thanks be geven to Allmightie God) 
havinge a vigilant eye and singuler respecte unto my end and 
passage oute of this mortall and transitorye worlde, doe on 
this presente tuesdaye the Twoo and Twentithe daye of Julye 
in the yeare since the Incarnation of oure Lorde and Savyour 
Jesus Christe accordingse to the computacion of the Churche of 
England One Thousand Sixe hundred and sixe, annogue regni 
Domini nostri Jacobi Dei gratia Anglie, Francie et Hibernie 
Regis fidei defensoris &¢ Quarto, et Scotie Tricesimo Nono, 
make, ordayne and declare this my presente Testamente and 
laste Will in wrytinge, subs¢ribed withe myne owne hand and 
sealed with my seale of Armes ibn manner and form followings: 


First and before all things I commend my soule to the 
moste blessed Trynity, the father and the sonne and the holye 
Ghoste, like equall and of one indevisable substance, in 
deitye three severall coeternall persons in Trynitye and one 
Allmightie God, and to the moste holye companye cf oure 
blessed Ladye Sayncte Marye the virgin mother of oure Savyour 
Jesus Christ, and of all the glorious fellowshippe of heaven. 


Item I will my bodye to the earthe to be buried in decent, 
convenyent and Christyan buryall. 


Item I 4 ordayne, constitute and appoynte my nephew 
Robert Wyvell ) of Greate Burton in the parishe of Masham 
within the Libertye of Richmondshire in the Countie of York, 
gent, my Executor of this my testamente and laste will for © 
the better performance of this my testamente and laste will 
and not for his owne use and benefytte. 


Item whereas I the said Thomas More have in my life tyme 
geven and disposed to sundrye persons all my goods and chatt- 
ells and Implements of houshould stuff whatsoever for paye- 
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mente of parte of my debts and other wayes, nowe as concerning} 
the disposicion of all my lands, tenementes and heredytaments | 
withe their appurtenances within the realme of England, and | 
suche legacies, gifts, and granntes as .shalbe goinge oute of | 
the same lands and tenaments, my full mynde laste will and 


testament is as hereafter followethz— 


Firste whereas Percyvall Cresacer esquire, one of the PROBE} 
itors and Ancestors of Anne my mother, daughter and sole heire} 
of Edward Cresacer sometyme of Baronburghe-upon-—Dearne neers 
Doncaster in the West Ridinge of the saide Countie of Yorke 
esquire, manye yeares paste willed on payne of his curse that 
Saint Cuthberts daye viz. on the Twentith deie of Marche three 
shillings should be payd and distrybuted by his heires amonge | 
the poore yearslye for ever, I will that the same three shill—j 
inges be yearlye payd accordingly. And I will that over and | 
besides the saide Three shillinges there be disbursed by my 
executors Fyve poundes yearelye for the space of Tenne yeares | 
nexte after my decease in almose deeds and in aan of Charity 
| 


aR 


ar 


at the apoynctments and discretyon of my Executor. 


And I will thet my Executor shall allso delyver or cause to} 
be dealte at my funeralls so muche money and in suche sorte asi 
by my Executor shall be thoughte good. 


Item I will that there be geven to the parson and to the | 
Churchewardens of the parishe Churche of Chelsithe neere the i 
Cyttie or burroughe cf Westminster in the countie of Middlesex} 
in which Chelsithe I was borne and christened for and towerds | 
the reparacion of the Chancell of the said Churche Twentye 
shillings. And for and towerds the reparacions cf the bodye 03) 
the same churche Tenne shillings if my bodye shalbe buryed in || 
Chelsithe aforesayd. | 

| 


And under the lyke maner and condicion I will to the parson) 
and to the churchewardens of the parishe churche of Baronburgh|| 
aforesayd Thirtie shillings, whereof Twentye shillings to be | 
vestoved uppon the reparations of the chancell and tenne shillj} 
ings on the bodye of the said churche. \| 


And allso uppon and under the like maner and condicions I_ || 
will to the parson and churchewardens of the parishe churche o}| 
Northemyms neere Sainte Albons in the countie of Hertfordshire] 

| 


And to the vicar and churchewardens of the parishe churche || 
of Leyton aforesayd to suche of the chancells and bodyes of thy 
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Said two parishe churches of Northmymes and Leyton aforesayd 
_ in whose the said chancells my bodye shalbe buryed thirtye 
Shillinges in lyke maner to be bestowed as is aforesayd. (4) 


And I will for my mortuarye accordinge to tae lawe. 


Item I bequeathe, gsve, devise, dispose and will, and my 
eae and intente is that my sonne Christopher Cresacre 
More’) and every suche person and persons cne after another 
as shall from by and to tyme hereafter have and enjoye my 
Lordshippe or manor of More and my capytall & cheif messuage 
and tenemente there called More Place alias Gibons withe the 
appurtenances in the parishe of Northemymes in the said 
countye of Herts shail have the evidences and wrytinges of_, 
all my lands and tenements in the said countye of Herts. 6) 


Item I bequeathe, geve, devise, dispose and will, and my 
meanengs and intente is that my sonne Christopher Cresacre 
More and every suche person and persons one after 2znother as 
Shall from tyme to tyme hersafter have and enjoye my lord- 
Shipps or manor cf Baronburghe aforesaid withe the appurten~ 
ances in the said countye of Yorks, and allso my rentcharge 
of Twentye nobles yerelye to me and my heires for ever oute 
of the antyente lands and tenements of Mr Wombwell in Womb- 
well and Derfeyld in the saide Countye of Yorks shall have 
the evidences and wsrytinges of my said manor of Baronburghe 
and of the said rentcharge in the said Countie of Yorke, and 
allso shali have onelye the occupacion of all my quarries 
and of all my groundes of stone and quarrye at the quarrells 
in Hickleton in the said countie of York neere adioynenge to 
the groundes of Baronburghe aforesaid duringe suche terme and 
interest as I have by lease for yeares or anye other waies in 
everye or anys parte of the said quarrells within the South- 
feilde or quarrell feild of Hickleton or within anye cf the 
feildes or within the parishe of Hickleton aforesaid and 
allso the severall Indentures and leases and all other the: 
assurances and wrytinges of the same. 


Item I bequeathe, geve, devise, dispose and will, and my 
meaninge and intente is that Elizabeth wife of my saide sonne 
Christopher Cresacer More after my doathe and the deathe of 
my said sonne Christopher Cresacer More shail have for and 
duringe her naturall life for and in consideration and in 
full recompense cf her dower and Joyncture my lordshippe or 
manor of Great Tilte and the lands an tenements therewith 
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wonts and used to be corupied with the appurtenances in the 
said countye of Yorke. 1 


in Wyllmersley in the said Countie of York. 


Item I geve and bequeathe to my sonne Christopher Cresacre | 
More all that lease and all my estate, interest and terme of 
yeares which I have in a farme called Shafteholmes in the | 
Lordshippe of Bentley and parishe of Arksaye in the countye off 
York. 


Item I the saide Thomas More doe by this my presente testa 
mente and laste will in wryting bequeathe, geve, devise, dis-= 
pose and will that all and singuler suche my lordshippes, 
mannors, messuages, lands, tenements, rents, reversions, 
services, woods, underwoods, waters, fishinges, pastures, 
meadowes, feedinges, freewarrens, commons, profyttes sasementa 
comodyties and heredytaments whatsoever with all and singuler | 
their and every of their appurtenances whatsoever whereof and | 
wherein I the said Thomas More or anie other person or persona 
to my use hathe or ells at the tyme of my deathe shall have 
any estate of inherytances in fee symple in possession, reverty 
ion, remaynder or use in the said counties of Herts and York 
or either of them or elsewhere in the realme of England. 


And allso that all and singuler charters, deeds, records, | 
evidences, myniments and wrytings whatsoever touching or con~ | 
ecernenge onely the same or onely parte therof or everye or 
anye parte of partes thereof shalbe to the use of me the said 
Thomas More the father and of my assignes for and durings my 
naturall life withoute anye impeachmente of any maner of 
wastes. And after the deceasa of me the saide Thomas More I 
will that one whole and entire third parte of all and singulen| 
the same shalbe to the use of Marye, wife of me the said Thoma 
More, for and duringe all her ere: aRe for and in the nam| 
of parte of her dower and Joyncture. 8 And I will that the | 
other two parts of all singuler the said premisses ymedyatlie || 
from and after the deathe of me and the said Narye my wife 
shall be to the use of my ssid sonne Christopher Cresacer Morel 
for and duringe all the naturall life of the said Christopher || 
Cresacer More withoute ympeachmente of any maner of waste. | 


And after the decease of the said Christopher Cresacer More} 
I will that all and ‘singuler my lordshippes, mannors, messuag ! 


ty | 


lands, tenements, rents, reversions, services, woods, under- 
woods, waters, fishinges, pastures, meadowes, feedinges, 
freewarrens, commons, proffyts, easements, comodities and 
heredytaméentes whatsoever aforesaid laste before mentyoned 
with all and singuler their and every of their appurtenances 

" whatsoever shall remayne, come and be to the use of the 

_ firste begotten sonne of the bodye of the said Christopher 

_ Cresacre More and of the heires males of the bodye of suche 
sonne lawfullie begotten and to be begotten. 


Ani for defaulte of suche yssue male then that all the 
Same shall remayne, come and be to the use of eache & everye 
» the sonne and sonnes of the bodye of the said Christopher 
Cresacer More lawfullie begotten and to be begotten one after 
ancther succcsivelye and accordinge to the pryoritye of his 
their birthes & ages and of the heires males of the bodye of 
every suche sonne and sonnes one after another and of the 
heires males of his or their bodyes. And for defaulte of 
suche sonne and sonnes and of suche yssue male as is afore- 
Said then that ali the same shall remayne, come and be to the 
-- use and uses of Anne, Nargaret, Harye, Jane, Katheren and 
Grace, daughters of me the said Thomas More and to the use of 
such daughter and daughters as my said sonne Christopher 
Cresacre More hathe and shall have for and duringe all their 
naturall lyves and the life of the longest lyver of them. 
And after the decease of all and everye person and persons to 
whom any estate of freehold is before, in and by thesis pres~ 
entes lymited, and the deathe of every other person and per— 
sons and of the heires males of their bodyes to whom any 
estate in tayle is in and by theis presentes lymited of and 
in the premisses or anye parte thereof, Then I will that all 
the same shail remaine, come and bee to the use of the righte 
heires of my sonne Christopher Cresacer More for ever, 


Item whereas on the fifte daye of Auguste in the yeare of 
oure Lord God One Thousand Sixe hundreth ond one, Anno Quad- 
ragesimo Tertio Rlizabethe, I the said Thomas More have 
surrendered by the virge oute of the Coorte into the hands of 
Edward Ryder gent, Lord of the Mannor of Leyton aforesaid, by 
the handes of Willyam Johnson and John Johnson gent, twoo 
customarye tenements of the said Mannor of Leyton, accordinge 
to the custome of the said mannor of Leyton, all and singuler 
my messuages, cotages, lands, tenements and revertions custom-— 
arye whatsoever within the said Mannor of Leyton with all and 
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the use, accomplishment and performance of my testament and 
laste will in wrytinge, my meanenge and intente therefore is bj 
this my testament and laste will in wrytinge that my said son 
Christopher Cresacer More am his heires for ever shall ymedia: 
lye from-and after my decease have all and singuler my said : 
messuages, cotages, landes, tenements and revertions customar 
whatsoever in Leyton Stone aay accordinge to the custome of th 
mannor of Leyton aforesaid. \7 


Item to the intente that all and everye of my debts, funeray 
charges and legacies in this my testamente and laste will ment} 
ioned maye be better in all poyncts payde, discharged and per-} 
formed, I will and devise that the rents, yssues and profytts | 
of my mannor of Mosely in the Mosse in Bolne and of all my la 
and tenements in Moseley, Braithwaite, Pigburne end in Lytle 
Haughton in the parishe of Derfeilde in the saide Countie of | 
Yorek shall during tenne yeares nexte and ymediatlie after my || 
decease by levyed, receaved and taken by my Executor for the | 
payment and dischardge of my debts, funerall charges and legacy 
ies, and that my said Executor shall levie and receive the sail 
Rentes, yssues and proffytts yearlye duringe the said tenne | 
yeares or for so long or short tyme as untill therewith he shal) 
or maye levye, receave and have sufficyente to discharge and | 
satisfie my said debts, funerall charges and legacies. 


Item my mynde and will is that firste of all my debts and t# 
charges of my funeralls be paid and discharged by my executors 
And I will that my executor shall besre ail the costs and 


this my testament and laste will. 


Item my further will and mynde is that my sonne Christopher 
Cresacre More shall order and dispose the messuage and tenemen}} 
in Whitley wherein my daughter Margarette nowe dwelleth in the 
countye of York and all the lands thereunto belonginge to the | 
profyt and benifytte of my said daughter duringe her naturall 
life in suche sorte that shee havinge at his will the use and || 
occupacion thereof neither her husband and shee nor either of || 
them doe or maye lett, sell, demise or graunte the same or any, 
parcell thereof to any person withoute my said sonnes Christo-| 
pher Cresacer Mores license and consente nor doe make anye | 
wilifull or voluntarye waste in anye the said messuage, lands 
or tenementes. i 


| 
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Item I will and bequeathe that my executor within as shorte 
and as convenyente tyme as he maye levye the same with the 
rents, yssues and profytts of my landes appointed hereby unto 
them Por that purpose or otherwaies, doe pare theis parcells 
of money foilowinge to everye suche of these my children and 
brother and to everye suche cf theis my daughters, brethren 
and sisters children as shalbe lyvinge when the money bequeath- 
ed unto them shalbe payable, which I will shalbe payd unto 


‘them one after the other as they are a 6 Ch and named in 


this my laste will and testament, viz: 
To my daughter Anne Fortye vounds 
To my daughter Jane the wife of Mr Laurence Povey Tenne pounds 
To my daughter Katheren the wife of Mr Christopher Bird tenne 
pounds 
To my daughter Grace the wife of Mr Thomas Greenwood tenne 
pounds 
To my daughter Marye Moore late wife of Edward Moore deceased 
sonne of Thomas More of Haddon, in the parishe of Bampton. 
in the countie of Oxon esquire, deceased, tenne pounds 
Po Johane More daughter of the rit Maryse iors Tenne pouncs 
And to my brother Edward KMocre tenne pounds 
To Anne More daughter of the said Edward Moore Tenne pounds 
And to Anne the daughter of my said daughter Margaret tenne 
pounds 
And allso to Barbara the daughter of my sister Anne Weste, 
deceased, three pounds 
And allso to Cipryan More, Thomas More and Constantyne More, 
the three sonnes of my "brother Thomas More deceased, Three 
pounds apeece 
And to my Bxecutor cf this my testament and laste will for 
his paines therein to be taken and as a token of remem- 
brance a ringe of gould of fower pounds pryce. 


Item I will that sll things in this my testamente and laste 
will in wrytinge contayned be truely and Justlie don, full- 
filled and executed in everye poyncte by my executor accordinge 
to my trewe meanenge and intente in theis presents mentioned, 
And I will if any doubte or questyon shall happen at any tyme 
hereafter by anye maner of wayes arise and be throughe anye 
Clause, sentence or title, woord, thinge or matter in this ny 
testamente and laste will in wrytinge contayned that the same 
shalbe heard, ordered and finallie determyned within as shorte 
and as convenyent tyme as maye be, and in doubtfull and harde 
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matters in lawe that the advise of twoo or three Justices or | 
Judges of the lawe bee firste obtayned and gotten withoute any 
further sute or controversies to be had in any wise for and 
aboute the same. 


In wytnes whereof I the said Thomas More have subscrybed 
this my testamente and laste will in wrytinge with mine owne 
hand and allso have sealed the same with my seale of Armes, 
dated the daie and yeare firste above wrytten. Wytnesses to 
all and singuler the premisses and that this is the verye trut 
testamente and laste will in wrytinge of me the saide Thomas 
Moore subscribed with myne owe hand allso sealed with my sea 
of Armes are theis persons hereunder named, viz., William Johij 
son, John Johnson, Frances Povey, The marck of Edward Pettit, || 
Andrew Benberye, The Marcke of Roberte Browne, The marcke of 
Lyonell Brierlye, the marck of William Roberts, Laurence Pove 
Thomas Greenwood, by me Thomas Moore. 


PROBATUM FUIT HULUSMODI Testamentum apud London coram magistr 
William Maicock clerico surrogato venerabilis viri domini 
Johannis Benet militis Legumque doctoris, Prerogative Cantuar 
jensis magistri Custodis sive Commissarius legitime constituti 
duodecimo die mensis Septembris Anno Domini millesimo Sexcenty 
ssimo sexto. Juramento Roberti Wyvell Executoris in dicto i 
testamento nominatus, cui commissa fuit administratio honorum 
Jurium et reditorum eiusdem defuncti de bene fideliter admini |) 
strandi &c. Ad sancta Dei Evangelia Juratus. | 


A note in a later hand in the margin adds that;on January ] 
22, 1634 a commission was granted to Thomas Byrd (12) a ne phe} 


ions of the Will, Robert Wyvell the executor being now dead | 
and some provisions as yet not completed. 
pels MGR. DANIEL SHANA uy 

Soon after his accession James I granted the unpaid fines |] 
and debts of recusants in England to -one of his Scottish folll} 
ers, Sir James Sandilands: in the next issue we hope to publ 
some Exchequer documents (extracts from the Pells Receipt Boal) 
from the Recusant Rolls and others) which will show how Thomal| 
More II was affected by these grants. In the meantime we pub 
lish here the copy of his Will, with contractions expanded, | 
punctuation and division into paragravhs added. The biograph 


iy) 
| 
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ical details contained in it are of importance for the history 
of the More family, but it is also a good example of the son- 
orous prose commonly used in the Wills of the period. The 
Will of Thomas Nore IV was written in Latin in Reme in 1617 
(copies in Westminster Archives PiA gutide, 12 6 NO« SO) and 
some phrases bear a remarkable similarity to his fsther's 
Wills we shail publish this in dus course. 


(i) The Seal of Arms is now in the Museum of Stonyhurst 
College and is thus described:=—= "...it consists of two 
crucifixes, back to back. The seal engraved on a cornelian 
has the inscription ‘Christiano Catholico R'. The Arms are 
quarterlys ist and 4th a chevron engrsiled between three 
cocks (more )s end and Ath (sic) three lions rampant (Cres- 
acre)..." (1.8. Bridgett, The Life and Writings of Blessed 


Thomas More, (London 1924) p.457)- The Arms described above, 


3 
with the motto Christiano Cathclico Moro appear on the Family 


Portrsit commissioned by Thomes More II and now in the Nation- 
al Portrait Gallery, London. 


(2) Robert Yyvell was a nephew of the wife of Tif IIz the 
Wyvelis were recusants, Masham, Yorkshire. In the Act-Book of 
the Peculiar Court of Masham under April 8, 1618 we read: 
"Jane Wivel for harbouring many papisticall recusants resort~ 
ing to her house.“ The Vyvells inherited the estate of Thomas 
fifth Lord Scrope of Masham. (cf. CRS 3 (1906) 82-86 for 
further details). The wife of TM II was M=ria Scrope. 


(3) A fine monument to Percival Cresacre still exists in the 
Cresacre chapel in Barnburgh church. 


(4) Although Thomas Hore II made his Will in Leyton and pre- 
sumably died there, we have been unable to discover where he 
was buried, and so do not know which church benefited by the 
legacye 


(5) TM II hed four sons (see pedigree in Essex Recusant 1 
(1959) 64-5 for full details). Henry, who had joined the 
Minims at Rheims in 1584 and was professed in 1585 died at 
their convent at Nijeon-les—Paris at Whitsun 1597. John,the 
eldest son, had died childless about 1600. Thomas IV had be- 
come a secular priest and was living at Lady Montague's house 
at Battle in Sussex in 1606: according to his tombstone in 
‘the French national church of San Imigi det Francesi in Rome 
",.eby an act rare among Englishmen he resigned his ample 
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patrimony into the hands of a younger brother..." And so of ti 
four it was the youngest who was the heir to the More estates. 


(6) A lease of 21 years granted by Queen Elizabeth on More Ply 
expired in 1607, but Cresacre More continued to live at Leyto | 
after his father's death and returned to the ancestral home of} 
the More femily only about 1623 when his two daughters had ent] 
ed the new Benedictine Convent at Cambrai which he had endowed} 
His son Thomas More VI later moved back to Barnburgh and the 
manor seems to have passed out of the possession of the family) 


(7) Elizabeth Gage, eldest daughter of Thomas Gege, of Firle 
Sussex, died about 1610 after bearing two daughters and a son | 
Cresacre More, ; 

| 


(8) Maria More (née Scrope) died on January 12, 1607 (see 
Inguisitio post Mortem in P.R.O. C. 142/ 299/ 150) 


(9) When John More, eldest son of TH II died without issue, 
Cresacre More who was studying to be a priest at the English 
College in Douai, was called home to marry and continue the 
family line. Since he was the youngest son, and the More fami | 
were copyhold tenants in the Manor of Leyton Grange, the tena 
had to be surrendered back to the Lord of the Manor before the 
could be renewed in the name of Cresacre More. A further artij 
on the effect of the penal laws against recusant estates may ty 
further light on this subject. 
(10) When Cresacre More moved away from Leyton, back to More || 
Place, Herts, his sister Anne, who never married, went to livey) 
with her sister Catherine at the Byrd house in Stondon Massie, 
Essex, The other sisters came to live there also when they bey 
came widows , and were ell presented for recusancy at one time 
another. For further details see the pedigree in Essex Recusey 
1 (1959) 64-5 and studies on other members of the More family 
appear later in the Essex Recusant. 


(11) Edward Moore, who died in 1605 (Will in Guildhall Londo | 
had attended a Mass celebrated secretly by John Payne in the | 
Moore house in Haddon, Bampton, Co.Oxon (cf. article on Bl. Jol 
Payne by Canon Foley in the present issue of Essex Recusant) | 


(12) Thomas Byrd was in fact the grandson of TM II and Willias 
Byrd the musician by Christopher and Catherine Byrd, not theref} 


the nephew. There was a Thomas Byrd, son of William Byrd, who atti 
ed the English College in Valla olid (cf. the Valladolid Regist} 


in the CRS series), but he left without being ordained. 
- 85 - 


: _ THE LIGHTER SIDE OF PENAL DaYs 
| "AT MR. WALUSLY'S " 


SO sh St et nln su eyes hs At ananassae ae 


Ongar and other places, a great pretender to sanctitie and 
religion, but yet he suffered his boyes to rob ponds, and kill 
in snow and frost the pidgeons of his neighbours, which wee 
Gid by makinge a threp, with corne vnder a dcore, which wee. 

| tooke off the hinges end propt it with a stick, to which we 
fastened a line which wee putt through a lcettice in a lowere 
rome, where one held the line, and we were ought of sight: and 
when the pidgeons wore vndeor the dore, we gave a pull, and, 
the stick comeing away the dore fell on the pidgcons, soe we 
culled at a pull a dosen or more at a fall, and soe wee did 
often. He at first scemed angrie, but the pidgeons were baked 
and we eate them, and his wife commended us, and we followed 
the trick wntill we had destroyed all the pidgeons in Smyth's 
Hall douve-—heuse. I could tell stories how we robd the 

_ neighbours! pondss but this shell suffice as an argument of 

' his hypocrasie. 


| 
| This master was a greatly followed preacher, lecturing at 


From Sir John Bramston's Autobiography (1693). 


Sir John Bramston lived at Skreens near Roxwell. 
In 1672 Sir John Bramston was brought before the council 
by Henry Mildmay of Great Baddow, and charged with being 
a Papist. The principal witness was a Portuguese. The 
charge was alleged to be malicious, and was condemned by 
Cherles II as-a very great fraud. | 


Sir John Bramston's autobiography was published in 
1845 by the Camden Society, and edited by Lord Braybrooke. 


JoG. O'LEARY 


1706 RETURN OF PAPISTS - A CORRECTION 


Further investigation in the Record Office of the House of 
Lords indicates that the Returns of Papists referred to in Noted 
(4) on page 29 of Vol. 2, No. 1, were not those made as a resul} 
of the 1706 Order in Council but were made in response to an | 
Order made by the House of Lords on the 2nd March 1704/5. 
This is recorded in the Lords Journals Vol. XVII, page 686, act || 


follows:— 


"Tt is ORDERSD, by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in | 
Parliament assembled, That the Lords the Archbishops and | 
Bishops do cause the several Ministers, within their 
respective Dioceses, to return to them an exact Account 


of the Numbers of the Papists and reputed Papists in 


bstates, and Place of their Abode: and that their 


their respective Parishes, and also of their Qualities and 
Lordships do transmit the same to this House the First 


Meeting of the next Parliament, together with an Account 
of all the Presentations of Livings in their several 


Dioceses, in the Gift of Papists or reputed Papists." | 


It will be noted that this Order was made directly to the Arche 
Bishops and Bishops whereas the enquiry of 1706 was made as a 
result of en Order in Council which followed an Address from 
the House of Lords to the Queen. 


| 
| 
| 


| 


No returns as a result of the 1706 enquiry are in the Recoral 
Office of the House of Lords and any information regarding the |} 
present location of original 1706 Incumbents' Returns or of 
summaries of them would be welcomed by = i| 


PHILIP COVERDALE, 
31 Courtfield Road 
London. S.We Te 


VISITATION RETURNS — 1766 
GIVING ANSWERS TO QUERIES CONCSRNING PAPISTS 


On 20 April 1766, Richard Terrick, Bishop of London (1764- 
1777), in prepsration for his Primary Visitation, sent out a 
long printed set of inquiries to the incumbents of parishes in 
his diocese outside the cities of London and Festminster. The 
inquiries concerned (i) the extent of the parish, (ii) the 
residence of the incumbent, (iii) services held, including 
catechizing, (iv) chapels, schools, revenues, oe benefact- 
ions for the poor, vi) queries concerning Papists, 

(vii) queries concerning Dissenters. 


The London and Vestminster parishes must heave been omitted 
either because the Bishop already had closer contact with them 
or because he had already sent out to them on 29 October 1765 
a more detailed set of queries concerning Papists, with a 
letter beginning "The visible Increase of Papists in the 
Cities of London and Westminster is a Metter of serious 
Reflection to all who wish well to the Safety and Happiness 
of this Protestant Country." The returns to the 1765 queries 
were coming in to Fulham Palace during the next three months 
and are reflected in Bishop Challoner's letter of 17 Dec. 1765 
to Mgr. Stonor, the Znglish agent in Rome:r- 

"We are at present under a kind of persecution, raised by 
some of the bishops under pretence of stopping the growth 
of popery (which is but imaginary), but in effect to 
revenge themselves onthe papists for Mr. Phillips's ‘Life 
of Cardinal Fole' at which they have taken great offences 
but we hope the storm will quickly blow over" 

(Westminster Archives, Epp. Var. XIV., 92) 


Not much detzil is available about the life of Bishop 
Terrick. His portrait is unexpectedly found among the Arch- 
bishops of Canterbury at Lambeth Palace. He died Bishop of 
London in March 1777. 5.L. Ollard's ‘Dictionary of English 
Church History' says of him that he was generally liberal- 
minded, except with respect to Roman Catholics, whose chapels 
he caused to be closed. His years as Bishop coincide with the 
persecution in London of Bishops Challoner and Talbot and 
their clergy through the informer Payne, which is described in 
the chapter "Troubled Times" in Cannon Burton's ‘Life and 
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Times of Bishop Challoner’. | 


The answers to th® queries concerning Papists of 1765 as 
well as the visitation returns of 1766 are among the Fulham 
Palace papers kept by the Church Commissioners, Millbank, 
S.W.1l. Since they refer to the one diocese of London only, 
they are to be distinguished from the Returns of Papists of 
various dates including 1705, 1706, 1767 and 1780, which were 
to be returned by all the bishops to the House of Lords. 


of questions concerning Papists which are asked by various 
Bishops throughout the 18th century as part of their primary 
visitation following a pattern set by Bishop Edmund Gibson of 
London (1723-1748), while he was Bishop of Lincoln. They are | 
discussed by Canon Ollard in the volumes (51, 52, 55 and 57) | 
of the Yorkshire Archeological Society's Record Series, which | 
print Archbishop Herring's Visitation Returns of 1743. 
text of the questions asked is printed there and also in 
the Catholic Record Society's volume 32 which gives Arch— | 
bishop Blackburn's Visitation Returns for the Diocese of York, | 


| 
The text of the queries bears an affinity to a whole series | 
| 
1 


1725, but does not distinguish between such Visitation Returns 
and the Returns of Papists to the House of Lords which were 
not part of a visitation. 


The Visitation Returns of 1766 are incomplete. There are | 
returns from 251 parishes of which 195 are in Essex. They 
are in four parcels in alphabetical order, but with a gap 
between Kelvedon Hatch and Takely. Many of them must have | 
been under water at some time and they are liable to fall to 
pieces on being examined. There are 144 Essex returns from 
Abberton to Kelvedon Hatch and 55 from Takely to Yeldham, 
Great and Little. But there are only 35 returns including 26 
from Essex which in fact give any information about Papists. 
More information is available in the 1767 Returns of Papists 
from issex to be printed later. Comparison may be made with | 
the 1706 Returns of Papists in Mr. Coverdale's article - 
Essex Recusant, Vol.2, No.1, April 1960, and my article “The | 
Number of Essex Papists in 1767 ~ Essex Recusant, Vol.1, No.l, 
April 1959. is Ee | 


The questions asked were as follows:= 


Are there any Papists in your Parish? 
How many, and of what Rank? ie: | 
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Have any Persons been lately perverted to Popery? 

By whom, and by what Means? 

Is there any Place in your Parish in which they assemble, 
end where Mass is performed? 

Doth any Popish Priest reside in your Parish or resort to 
it, and what is his Name? 

Is there any Popish School in your Parish, to which 
Protestant Children are admitted? 

Hath any Confirmation or Visitation been lately held in 
your Parish by any Popish Bishop? 


The answers were from:- 
ARDLEIGH (then spelt ARDLSY) 


“Phere are no Papists in my Parishes, at least that I know 
of, except one unmarried Person, by whom or by what means 
perverted I know not. There is no Place of Assembly in 
either Parish for Papists." 

Law. Jackson, Vict of Ardley & Rector of Great Wigborow. 


BLACKMORE, whence the answer came 4 years later in 1770 from 
Thos. Smith, Rector of Stonedon. 


"There are no Fapists in the Parish excepting one Family - 
which is one Kelloway a Carrier a Person of no Note - There is 
no Popish School in y° Parish & I shall make it my duty to see 
that there is none so long as I continue to have the care of 
it." 


BARKING 


"The Vicar doth not know of any Papist resident in y® 
Parish, what there are amongst the Potatoes Merchants, who 
stay no longer than they are concerned in y° management of 
their (illegible word) he cannot answer for..." 


BEAUMONT with MOZE (then MOSE) 


"We have no Papists in the Parish. I know of but One (a 
mean Mechanick) in the whole Deanery now S” William Mannock is 
dead, & the Family moved into Suffolk." 


BOREHAM 
"There is only one Papist (John Bickerstaffe) who works as 
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a Labourer at Lord Walthams. He has resided in the Parish 


about 6 or 7 Months." 
Henry Greene, Vicar. Oct. 29th 1767 


BRAINTREE 

"There are two poor women (their Husbands are Protestants) 
who ere papists and go now and then to Witham to Lord Stourto 
when Mass is perform'd...® 
BULMSR R. Yright Vicar 


"Only one Family of Papists and thet of no Rank" 


GREAT BURSTUAD 


"There are some few Papists, but not one of any note..." 


CRANHAM John Woodrooffe May 10, 1766 

"Tt know of no Papist in my Parish but One, who is a Day 
Laborer, & came hither two years ago, but has no legal Settley 
ment thereins he had a Boy baptiz'd last Summer by Lord Fetri 
F(2E9tic se 
COLCHESTER - ST. FETGR am Smythies, Vicar. June 17, '66 

"iT know of but one Papist in this Parish & that a Person of 
no Condition but a poor working man..." 
COLCHESTER ~ ST. MARY'S AT THE WALL 

"There are no Fapists in this Parish, that I know of: no 
profess'd ones at least. There was lately an old man, & an oll 
womans but they are removed. The Number of Papists in this | 
Town is very inconsiderable." 
COLCHESTER ~ ST. BOTOLPH Nats Forster 

"All these Questions I answer in the negative. Upon furthl 
er enquiry I find there is one reputed papist in this parish.|} 
CHILDERDITCH Jn° Fosbrooke July 4th 1766 

"There are two Papist Families, the Master of one of them || 
is a Servant to a Roman Catholick Nobleman in an adjoining | 
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Parish, the other consists only of a poor old man and his 
wife, the man havine been a member of our Church till very 
lately, as I am inform'd, perverted by his wife..." 


CHELLSFORD John Tindal Rector 


"There are not above fifteen papists in my parish, and they 
are of no Rank... No Popish Priest resides in it, but there is 
one who resorts to it. His name is Billing..." 


DODPINGHURST (then DUDDINGHURST) Charles Kippax Rector 


"No Papists, upon the best information I can get, except 
one labouring Family..." 


BAST HANSINGFISL 


“There are no Papists in my Parish but one poor woman, who 
is the wife of a Journeyman Blacksmith, who is a Protestant." 


HATFIELD BROADOAK Henry Wray 25 July 1766 


"A gentleman, who occasionally lives in the Ferish, keeps 
a French Servant, a Papist. otherwise there are none..." 


FEST HORNDON with INGRAVE Tho® Newman 


"From the best Advice I can collect there are about Fifty 
Persons who are reputed to be Papistss: L Petre is sutposed 
to be of that Perswasions I know not of any Persons that 
have been perverted since my admission, not of any means made 
use of in order to convert thems if there is any Popish 
Priest resident or who resorts to these reputed Fapists, it 
is done in so secret a manner that I cannot possibly take it 
upon me to declare it as a truth; there is no School for 
Popish Childrens neither hath any Visitation or Confirmation 
been ever held to the best of my knowledze." 


GESTINGTHORPE (then GOSTINGTHORPS ) 


"There is one Roman Cathcolick in the Parish, by profession 
an Apothecarys; a man of no great Eminence or Fortune. He has 
taken the Oaths to his present Majesty and sometimes comes 
to Church. There is no Popish School or Flace where Mass is 
performed in the Parish." 
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HADSTOCEK near SAFFRON WALDEN Joshua Pitt 


"We have but one Papist in my Parish, * she an inferiour 


Persones." 


Vas? FAM John Warner, Vicar 


ee to the best information I can get there are no 
Papists in the P-rish, or none who acknowledge themselves to 
be of that pawns lus 
- A few Irish labourers who are employed at a particular 
Season of the year in the culture of Potetses & whose residence 
is temporary and shori, are not, I presume, objects of this 
Enevuirys" 


BAST BAM NEbs 11 July 1766. Joseph Sims, Vicar 


INGATESTONE Pierce Lloyd. Hay 8*» 1766 


‘There are four Papists that hold small Farms in Ingateston 
& one in Fryerning; one Innkeeper, in Fryerning, who also hold 
somo Lands Three or:four old Serv’® of L® Petre live at the | 
Halig one Gentlewoman & Daughters, relations of the Family ar 
permitted to live in the Officess one Shopkeeper in the Tovrer} 
ee gift Houses, or rather Cottages are inhabited by persons | 
of the Families Nominationg a gentleman lately retired from 
Busines but very moderate Fortunes a German Glassgrinder, 
with one or two prentices lately removed heres Add to those | 
six or seven more of inferior note, some married to Protestanti 
None have been converted to popery since I have been heres no 
I believe within twenty years preceding. There is an old | 
Gentleman, whose name is Diggs at the Hall, supposed by many 
to be a Popish Priest, & to officiate at the Halls But there 
is no Popish school, nor has there been a Popish visitation." 


KELVEDON Edw. Chester. May 19th 1766 


"There is one reputed Papist in my Parish, but his wife & 
Family come to Church sometimes, & profess themselves members 


of the Church of Gngland but I am not satisfied of their 
sincerity. The Mass house, ‘tis supposed he frequents is 

Lord Stourton's at Witham in this neighbourhood. ...No popish || 
priest residcs in this parish unless the person before mention 
ed is a priest whose name is Dupree, who is a Dancing Master.. 


= 


KELVEDON HATCH 


“Mr. Wright, the Lord of the Manor, is a Papist, the rest 
about 12 in number are his servants and poor persons. 

One man, Mr. Wright's Gardener, is perverted, but by whom 
& by what means I can only conjecture. Mass is rerformed in 
Mr. Wright's (fragment of paper missing) 

a Popish Priest 
» his name, I am told, is 

Bee LOX There is no Popish School in the Parish." 


WALTHANSTOW Thomas Wetenhall Vicar 


"IT know but of one Roman Catholick Family in the Parish, 
the Gentleman who is in considerable business in London comes 
regularly to Church and professes himself a Protestant, but 
‘his Lady has Mass performed most Sundays. There is no Priest 
constantly resident in the house & as they are Frequently 
Changing can not find out their names...." 


WITHA Lilly Butler Sep’ 13, 1766 


"The Papists besides Children are twelve in number, among 
whom is the Right Hon*+® Lord Stourton. No persons have 
lately been perverted to Popery. They are said to assemble 
at Lord Stourton and have Hass performed there, where a 
reputed Priest resides whose name is Barnes..." 


EDW. S. WORRALL 
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